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[57] ABSTRACT

A method and apparatus is provided for synchronizing
a spread spectrum communication site. The communi-
cation site receives a spread message signal from over a
radio communication channel. Subsequently, the com-
munication site synchronizes the received spread mes-
sage signal with an estimate of the received spread mes-
sage signal. The estimated received signal is a function
of a predetermined message signal and a predetermined
spreading code. The received and the estimated re-
ceived spread message signals are synchronized by
using a sliding correlator to incrementally increase the
phase shift between the received and the estimated
received spread message signal until the received and
the estimated received spread message signals are syn-
chronized. The communication site limits the increase
of the phase shift between the received and the esti-
mated received spread message signal to a predeter-
mined maximum phase shift magnitude which is derived
from known operating environment parameters of the
spread spectrum communication site.
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